The Newcroft Club

Newnham Croft Primary School, Chedworth Street,
CAMBRIDGE CB3 9JF

NEWSLETTER: June 2025

Dear Parents,

We hope that you are enjoying the midsummer sunshine whilst at the same time managing to keep cool in this
current heat. At afterschool club, we have requests for ice lollies every afternoon in the hall, as someone has
decided (and spread the word) that we give them out every time the temperature exceeds 27C and it certainly
does feel like it's over 27C most afternoons! Unfortunately, ice lollies will remain an occasional treat, however in
the meantime children are encouraged to drink lots of water, remove excess layers of clothing (some are very
attached to hoodies and jumpers!) and spend time mainly playing in shaded areas of the playground.

In May, The Newcroft club collaborated with the school
to purchase 3000kgs of top-quality play sand as all 3
sandpits needed a refresh. Is there anything better
than sand and water play in this weather apart from
the actual seaside? Even offloading the sand was a fun
challenge for some of the bigger children as they used
real spades and the school wheelbarrow, and had to
work cooperatively to judge how much sand could be
loaded and safely transported at one time to the
sandpit where an eager team of sand spreaders
awaited. We have since had both our sandpits open
every day and it has been so wonderful to watch
children of all ages and abilities enjoying the elemental
sensory nature of sand and water and making use of all
the play value it affords: Digging, burying, building,
smoothing, sieving, mixing, tunnelling, collapsing (and
thankfully minimal throwing which is not allowed!) A
sandpit really is a hub for social and creative play types with plenty of communication and exploration added as a
bonus into the mix

Summer Holiday Club: Thank you to all parents who have already booked, just to remind you that we are closed
between 04 August - 15 August. We are finalising plans for activities and cooking now and as usual we will try to
offer a varied programme with some new things for the children to try their hand at making or doing and some old
favourite activities too. There are still some dates available in August, if you would like to book a place you can do
so through your Magicbooking account. Remember, you have up to 2 weeks in advance of attendance to make
cancellations to your booking without incurring charges.

Building Works next door: Sadie had a meeting with the contractors who are carrying out the development of
the Queens College Property adjacent to the club and school. Although the demolition work has been scheduled

during the summer holidays, Sadie is satisfied that the contractors have taken all necessary precautions to limit
disruption and prevent any potential hazards which might adversely affect the health and safety of the staff and
children attending the summer holiday club.

Afterschool Club bookings new year 2025/2026: We are now fully booked for Years 2 to Year 6, and almost
full for Reception and Year 1, thank you for booking in good time as it helps tremendously with planning, staff
allocation between the rooms etc. We need the new school year places organised before the summer term ends,
ready to start welcoming and settling in new children and their families in September. Some days already have a
short waiting list; however, we do anticipate a shake down of the registers once families have sorted out any other
extracurricular clubs their children will be attending, and we will inform you as soon as a space becomes free. If
you do wish to cancel or amend your booking, please do so before July 18. This is the cut-off date before we start
implementing our policy of requiring a full half-terms notice of cancellation.



Fee Increase: Afterschool club parents of children currently attending, and families already booked for summer
have been notified via email about our new fee structure which will begin from next term September 2025. This
increase was to accommodate increased costs which we knew about. However, our rent has now been increased
too and so we are forced to accommodate this also. We have therefore had to increase our Holiday Club
fees to £42 full day and £32 half day am or pm from Autumn half term (October 27-October 31).

Afterschool club fees will remain as previously decided: £15 per session

Lost Property: Please put name tags on your children’s clothing, water bottles and lunchboxes to make it easier
for us all to find and reclaim lost items. Any items left behind in the hall at the end of the day are placed in the
school lost property shed. The community room lost property box is taken to the shed at the end of every week.

Musical instruments: Please try and impress upon your children to remember to bring their musical instruments
with them to the hall. If they have a club before they come to us, they may drop off the instrument first and then
go to that club. We are separate from the school and as such do not have access.

Snacks: Please remember to provide a healthy snack and a piece of fruit for your child to eat at afterschool club.
Sweets, crisps and chocolate are not permitted in line with School food standards guidelines. Please ask us for
ideas if you wish.

Staffing and Recruitment: Tom will be leaving us at the end of June and returning to teaching English as a
foreign language to older students. As a temporary replacement (over the summer and during future university
holidays) Malachi will be joining the team. Malachi previously attended the holiday club as a child and in Year 6
was one of our ‘*helpers’. We are very pleased that he is keen and able to come back. We are however once again
recruiting for a playworker, particularly for term time afternoons between 3pm and 6.30 pm. Please circulate our
advertisement below to anybody who you think may be interested.

Thank you for reading this newsletter. If you have any comments or questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us
either by catching our attention at the end of a session or by any of the following ways:

*«  Phone/text us on mobile no. 07812798195
+ Email Sadie and Maureen at thenewcroftclub@gmail.com
*  Further information may be found on our website www.thenewcroftclub.co.uk

Best Wishes, Maureen and Sadie

H WE ARE HIRING! H
Afterschool Club Staff Wanted
£ X £ X
Would you like to work in a stimulating and rewarding environment where you can positively

contribute to the formative years of a child’s life? Do you enjoy the company of children, want to see them happy and keep
them safe? The Newcroft Club is a long established, friendly and well-resourced Out of School club near central
Cambridge (CB3 9JF) which provides wraparound care throughout the year to a group of great children aged between 4 and
11 years old.
We are looking for enthusiastic and motivated Playworkers to join our team of dedicated staff.
Ideally you will have had some training and/or experience in Playwork, Teaching or Early Years, or you may be studying
towards gaining qualification in one of these areas. We will offer you a salary above National Living Wage, (depending on
experience) plus holiday pay; further training opportunities; and a pleasant working experience as part of a small and
valued staff team.

Hours are Monday -Friday from 3pm — 6.30 pm during term time.
You will also be given the option to work at our Holiday Club for 4.5 - 9 hours per day during school holidays between
8.45am -6.15pm.

Start date: September 2025

For more details and to request an application pack, please phone or message: Maureen & Sadie on 0781 279 8195
or email us at thenewcroftclub@gmail.com

All successful candidates will be reference checked and subject to a DBS enhanced disclosure.
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