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NEWSLETTER: November 2025
Dear Parents, 
 
Here we are in the second half of the Autumn 
term already! At Afterschool Club the half term 
break always marks a definitive change in the 
seasons as, once the clocks go back, the children 
return to school to find that half their afternoon 
is cloaked in darkness: Outdoors, the playworkers 
safely store the ride-on toys at sundown and the 
playground experience metamorphosises into 
one to be enjoyed by torchlight – If you were to 
take a look you would see lights twinkling all over 
as groups of children wander around seeing how 
different everything looks telling spooky tales as 
they go, or join in playing games like tag by 
torchlight and hide and seek. Meanwhile in the 
Community Room outside space, the playhouse 
gets lights in its rooms and children perform 
shows under torch floodlights. It really is quite 
magical. We staff are also able to keep track of 
everyone because we have super powerful 
torches. The children love these because they can 
shine ‘right to the tops of the trees‘- but we take 
care to hang on to our advantage! 

 
Half-term Holiday Club turned out to be a most 
successful and enjoyable week centred mainly 
around Halloween themed cooking and craft 
activities. We were also able to fit in an afternoon 
in the Wildlife (Forest School) area which was,            
 

 
 
in Playwork language, a great ‘Neophillic’ or 
new/different and inspiring experience for the 
children as we don’t often use that space. 

As you can see in the selection of pictures, much 
fun was had exploring the mini bush trails, 
making dens, playing in leaves, climbing trees and 
then of course the fire itself - making it, watching 
it and cooking on it when the coals were glowing 
ready. Although there was initial disappointment 
that we were not going to be toasting 
marshmallows, Sadie’s idea of ‘savoury smores’ 
proved very popular. Consisting of a Babybel 
cheese toasted till melty on a stick and then 
sandwiched between wholegrain crackers. They 
worked very well and required the same skills to 
perfect as when toasting the more usual 
marshmallows. 
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Playwork theorist Bob Hughes includes fire in his 
16 types of play under the heading of 
Recapitulative Play which he defines as: ‘Play 
which rehearses skills for survival – not only for 
individual survival, but also the survival of the 
human race’. It is always a pleasure to see the 
enjoyment that is had from the primordial and 
fundamental experience of fire for children and 
adults alike! 
 
Tax-Free Childcare payments: 
Thank you to everyone who has taken the time to 
connect their TFC accounts with their 
Magicbooking accounts. This new system appears 
to be working well on our end! Please let us know 
if you are having any issues with this as all TFC 
payments should now be made through your 
Magicbooking account. 
 
Staffing:   
We are very pleased to welcome Ruby and 
Prajakta to our team this term. Ruby used to 
attend both school and club and Prajakta also 
works in school as a lunchtime supervisor.  
We are also grateful to our volunteers Tintin and 
Abby, soon to be joined by Brandon and 
Cameron. These volunteers work one day per 
week doing a lot in the background and building 
up Playwork experience as they go. Natasha and 
Tom have both left, although Tom has proved an 
invaluable bank staff worker whilst we have been 
recruiting and I’m sure you will continue to see 
him from time to time. Malachi is an additional 
Holiday Club playworker.  
 
Snacks:  
Thank you for providing your children with a 
nutritious ‘play fuel’ snack to start the afternoon. 
Please remember though that we are a strictly 
nut-free setting as we have children attending 
who have severe nut allergies. Nuts can lurk in 
many foods. Here are some culprits that we have 
been forced to disallow children to eat recently: 
Pesto; Nutella; certain cereal bars, certain 
pastries and Bonne Maman brand madeleine 
cakes. Please read the labels before you pop 
items in your child’s snack box. 
Please do not send your children in with sweets 
and chocolates either as afterschool clubs are 
expected to adhere to the school food standards 
UK. 

Lost Property:  
We now add all items left behind at the end of 
the day from both the hall and the Community 
Room to the school lost property shed in the 
playground. If you think your child has left 
something behind at Afterschool Club please 
check here. The only exception is left behind 
musical instruments which we put on the bench 
in the school office area. 
 
Resources request:  
We need your old newspapers please for arts and 
crafts and table protection during messy play.  
 
Holiday Clubs:  
Booking for Holiday Club is done via 
Magicbooking, booking is open to children from 
all primary schools in Cambridge and operates on 
a first come first served basis. *Please note that 
the booking portal becomes active for the next 
Holiday Club as soon as the current one is 
finished – i.e. at 8am on the first morning of a 
new school half-term. We only have a limited 
number of spaces available as all Holiday Clubs 
take place in the Community Room - so please 
book early to avoid disappointment.  
The Winter Holiday Club will be running on 
December 22 and 23 and January 02 and 
05/2026. HAF families are most welcome to 
attend as usual.  
 
Website reminder:  
Thank you to all the parents who give us such 
wonderful feedback about their children's time at 
our Afterschool Club and Holiday Clubs via 
email/in thank you cards etc, we do appreciate it 
and have some great quotes on our website's 
home page as a result!  
Have you seen our website: 
thenewcroftclub.co.uk? Although booking and 
payment is to be organised through 
Magicbooking, our website is where you can find 
information about our staff, their roles and 
training; dates for all the Holiday Clubs this year,  
plus our Newsletters and more! 
 
 
Thank you for reading,  
Warm wishes, Maureen and Sadie 
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